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1. Sustainable Forest Management
Sustainable Forest Management1 is referred to in the Bill however it is not defined. The Environmental
Pillar requests that this be defined in the relevant section as per the 1992 Rio Declaration on the
Environment definition, where the idea for Sustainable Forest Management was developed as a NonLegally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management,
2
Conservation and Sustainable Development of All Types of Forests .

●

Recommendation (i): Part 2, section 5, subsection (b) should add reference to Sustainable Forest
Management as per the Rio Forest Principles. The term sustainable yield of forest goods and
services, currently in the wording is not appropriate for, or capable of achieving Sustainable
Forest Management.
o
Rio Forest Principle 2(b) Forest resources and forest lands should be sustainably
managed to meet the social, economic, ecological, cultural and spiritual needs of present
and future generations. These needs are for forest products and services, such as wood and
wood products, water, food, fodder, medicine, fuel, shelter, employment, recreation,
habitats for wildlife, landscape diversity, carbon sinks and reservoirs, and for other forest
products. Appropriate measures should be taken to protect forests against harmful effects
of pollution, including air-borne pollution, fires, pests and diseases, in order to maintain
their full multiple value.

●

The Bill should ensure that the rich Indigenous Gaelic woodland traditions and culture shall be
acknowledged3,4, reflected upon and promoted in Irish forest policy, in line with the cultural
rights element of the Rio Forest Principles and the use of traditional knowledge aspect of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

2. Compliance with Nature Conservation Legislation
It is likely that much new forestry will be planted in semi natural and species rich grasslands which are in
themselves valuable habitats and contain many vulnerable and threatened species. Afforestation adds
significant threat to these habitats and species. All afforestation sites should be surveyed for the
presence of semi-natural and species rich grassland before consent is granted for afforestation. Land use
changes that are proposed to take place must not negatively impact the potential to reach favourable
conservation status for these habitats and their species assemblages. The Forestry Bill 2013 must
ensure compliance with the Birds and Habitats Directives, particularly in respect of protected habitats
1

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_forest_management
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-3annex3.htm
3
Eoin Neeson, 1991, History of Irish Forestry. Lilliput.
4
Fergus Kelly, Early Irish Farming, School of Celtic Studies, Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, 1997
2
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and species outside of Natura 2000 sites. This should be enabled in this legislation through the
following wording:
●

Recommendation (ii): Part 3; 11c) replace ‘different habitats and species in forest’ with “ (i)
with 'protected semi natural habitats and protected species that may be impacted by forest
activities, both inside or outside of the forest'

●

Recommendation (iii): 11d) Adequate screening to avoid continuation of impacts on protected
natural habitats will require that current processes be replaced with more comprehensive
screening, including screening of sites outside Natura 2000 areas for protected grassland
habitats, for example, and Curlew habitats.
New text (iii) protected natural and semi-natural habitats and protected species that may be
impacted by forest activities, both inside and outside of the forest, and whether within or
outside protected areas."

●

Part 3 Section 12

●

Recommendation (iv): There is also a need to add provision in the legislation for introduction
of ecological surveys for all afforestation sites to ensure avoidance of damage to species and
habitats that the state has responsibility to protect, and to avoid the genetic pollution of existing
old & Ancient Woodlands which might be adversely impacted by new plantations of native
species of an exotic source.

●

Part 3 Section 15 – need an absolute and definitive list of “vermin”. Later paragraphs
seem to allow everything to be classed as vermin.
3. Water Quality:

There are serious impacts on water quality from afforestation and forest management, particularly in
upland areas and areas with thin or otherwise fragile / erodible soils. Impacts include nutrient
enrichment, sedimentation and consequently loss of wildlife and ecosystems services. Water pollution
presents a very real cost to society, in terms of both the loss of valuable ecosystem services, damage to
fisheries, and increased costs of treatment for drinking water. The reference to the Water Framework
Directive is thus welcome, however it should be strengthened.
The use of the term ‘water quality’ does not cover all elements of the WFD and thus should be
expanded to “water quality and water status” which would encompass hydrological / hydromorphological impacts of forestry operations in line with the requirements of the Water Framework
Directive. also.
●

Recommendation (v): The current wording is “to promote and monitor the protection and
enhancement of water quality in all aspects of forestry, including ensuring that forestry
operations and forest-based activities regulated under this Act are compatible with the
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requirements of Directive No. 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23
October 20001 on water policy; 1OJ No. L327, 22.12.2000, p.1.”
The environmental pillar proposes this be changed to “to promote and monitor the protection and
enhancement of water quality and water status in all aspects of forestry, so as to ensure that forestry
plans, operations and forest-based activities regulated under this Act are compatible with the
requirements of Directive No. 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October
20001 on water policy; 1OJ No. L327, 22.12.2000, p.1.”

4. Statutory Guidelines
Currently there exists a set of Guidelines for the Forestry Sector produced by the Forest Service and in
place and un-amended since Year 2000 / 2001. These guidelines contradict each other, have significant
inaccuracies, and in relation to certain issues are largely ignored. Thus it is necessary that the Minister’s
specific functions will include the issuing of guidelines that include binding requirements, as is the case
with section 28 of the Planning Actsi. These requirements should address forestry & water quality,
forestry & biodiversity, forestry and climate change, and forestry and soils. This Bill must provide for the
issuing of guidelines that incorporate binding requirements, as for example in Section 28 of the Planning
Act.
●

Recommendation (vi): Under Part 2; section 6 – Specific functions of the Minister, the text ‘d)
produce and implement guidelines, codes of practice and standards for good forest practice,
’should be amended as follows: ‘d) produce and implement guidelines that incorporate binding
requirements as in Section 28 of the Planning Act Section 28 of the Planning Act, codes of
practice and standards for good forest practice,’
5. Managing native woodland habitats

The Bill should enable and promote conservation, restoration and positive management of natural and
semi-natural woodlands, including the remnants of native Ancient Woodland5, which only make up 0.1%
of land area in Ireland (reference: Cross JR, 2012, Irelands Woodland Heritage, Department of Arts,
Heritage, and the Gaeltacht ). Addition of this function in Part 2 would confirm the Forest Service’s
commitment to this neglected aspect of Ireland’s woodland heritage.
●

Recommendation (vii): Part 2, section 5, should add new points, as follows ‘to promote
conservation, expansion, restoration and positive management of natural and semi-natural
woodlands, including the remnants of native Ancient Woodland, and ensure that management
plans are put in place for these woodlands once identified, whether they occur in SAC’s or NHA’s
or otherwise, that this is prioritised in forest policy as a matter of urgency.

5

Ancient Woodlands are those woodlands which have had continuous tree cover since 1650 or before
and which are most likely to have arisen naturally and to be descended from Ireland’s original forests.

Page 4 of 13

Submission regarding the Forestry Bill 2013 to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine - Jan 2014

6. Cumulative Impacts
There is a long standing issue of a lack of assessment of cumulative impacts of afforestation on the
environment, both in respect of other forestry as well as with other non-forestry activities. The Forest
Service has claimed to have no simple way of retrieving information relevant to its application of the
requirements of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive, especially in respect of cumulative
impacts/ combined effects. As a multiplicity of authorities have appropriate assessment responsibilities
in Ireland, apart from plans and projects falling within their own spheres of responsibility, it is
potentially important for them to know what plans and projects have been considered by other
decision-making bodies. This is a compliance issue with European Law which has not been adequately
addressed in this new Bill.
The new Bill should ensure that plans and projects that may be subject to the combined provision can be
easily tracked by all the responsible authorities and assessed for cumulative impacts on the water
quality and biodiversity. Systems to facilitate this will require changes to the forest consent system
procedures.
●

Recommendation (viii): Proposed amendment to add text referring to cumulative impacts in
section 11 (d), ‘within the meaning of those regulations, including in each case consideration of
in combination effects of afforestation and other plans or projects.’

A further issue in regard to cumulative & secondary impacts is that of offsetting or compensating. We
have experience of landowners being declined permission for afforestation of an existing habitat, only to
reapply for the grant on agricultural land and subsequently destroy the habitat to compensate for the
area converted to forestry.
As per Sections 2 and 5 above, this loophole can negate those provisions and needs to be closed. As this
is complex, the wording is best left to legal drafter of the legislation.
7. Climate Change
Sustainably managed forestry can mitigate the impacts of climate change through sequestration of
carbon by growing trees. Forests, including their soils and ground litter, act as carbon stores. Forestry
can also assist adaptation to climate change, and forestry itself will need to adapt to climate change.
Many Irish habitats provide valuable ecosystems services in terms of climate change mitigation and
adaption. This includes bogs and peat soils as a significant store of carbon, which when drained release
large quantities of carbon dioxide and methane into the atmosphere, contributing to rather than
mitigating against climate change. Sustainable management of forestry should factor in climate change
as a key component of planning for the future of Irish forests.
Continuous cover approaches to forestry focused on the use of native species and local provenance are
most appropriate to climate change mitigation, adaptation, and increasing resilience, as they encourage
structural and species diversity and native species evolutionary adaptation to place, by promotion of
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natural regeneration. These, in turn, increase the resilience of forests to pests and diseases; to fire;
extreme weather events; as well as greatly increasing carbon storage and benefiting biodiversity and
ecosystems services.
This is supported by the Convention on Biological Diversity, a legally binding agreement which followed
on from the Forest Principles agreed at Rio.
http://www.cbd.int/convention/text/

●

While this is an issue which needs to be addressed through policy and requires the development
of Guidelines on Forestry and Climate Change, the inclusion of the promotion of continuous
cover forest management systems in the specific functions of the Minister will enable progress
to made in this area. See recommendation (vi) relating to statutorily binding requirements and
recommendation (vii) on continuous cover forest management.

●

With regard to best Silvicultural practice, and in the context of the impact of climate change on
the spread of pests and disease, the use of flails to manage trees and hedgerows in particular,
must no longer be acceptable. The exponential scarification caused by the violence of flailing
leaves tree’s cambium exposed to infection by pests and disease, and promotes the spread of
invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed, and therefore should be avoided.

8. Removal or destruction of vegetation on land.
Section 14 ‘removal or destruction of vegetation on land’ is alarming, in that water quality and
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from burning of vegetation have not been nor are required to be
considered when burning upland vegetation to meet forestry objectives. Burning and other forms of
vegetation removal, especially on upland peaty soils, can cause significant damage to waterways
through exposure of peaty soil and subsequent erosion and deposition of sediment in waterways
damaging salmonid and other aquatic habitats. There may also be significant destruction to semi-natural
habitats arising from this provision. Greenhouse gas emissions from burning on peaty soils are also very
significant, especially if a deep burn occurs.
●

Recommendation (ix) this section will need to incorporate protection of soil (as per the
7EAP)6, water (as per the Water Framework Directive), climate, and this section needs to refer
across to Part 3 section 11 (Habitats) and ensure that non - designated semi natural habitats are
also protected - such as those where the habitat is required to allow achievement of Favourable
conservation status for protected species (including raptors, curlew, dunlin). There is a need to
ensure a commitment to include measures against chemical and biological stresses, physical
stresses, erosion and compaction of soils. Standards are required to define the maximum

6

Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on a General Union Environment Action Programme to 2020
"Living well, within the limits of our planet"
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stresses above which the fertility of the soil cannot be maintained. To ensure the conservation
of the forest/treecover area so that it may not be reduced except allowing for exceptions that
first must be thoroughly evaluated with the involvement of the local community and
environmental NGO’s.
9. Tree species & Forest Management
There is currently an over-dependence on clear-fell re-plant forestry systems dominated by non-native
conifer species. Continuous Cover Forestry focused on native species has been shown to deliver higher
economic returns to forest owners; such systems maximise climate change mitigation and adaptation
functions of forests; and are more consistent with existing biodiversity commitments and water quality
objectives. The change to Continuous Cover Forestry focused on native species is to ensure we meet our
obligations to the Helsinki (1993)and Lisbon ( 1998) forest accords,
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/publi/brochures/forestry/full_en.pdf which are linked to our
compliance under the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Sustainability is defined in the Convention as whatever does not lead to the long term decline of native
biodiversity. The Convention makes clear “ Noting further that the fundamental requirement for the
conservation of biological diversity is the in situ ( place of origin ) conservation of ecosystems and
natural habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in their natural
surroundings”….. sustainable use is defined as “ the use of components of biological diversity in a way
and at a rate that does not lead to the long term decline of biodiversity” thus the needs in the definition
of sustainability as “ development that meets the needs of todays generation without compromising the
needs of future generations” refers to their needs in relation to the conservation of native biodiversity.
●

Recommendation (x): The new Bill should end the overdependence on one silvicultural
system and few (non-native) tree species by insertion in Part 2, section 5 of an additional
function: ‘to promote silviculture based on natural conditions using continuous cover forest
planning and management using native species adapted to the site, having small scale
operations and by encouraging natural regeneration, ensuring the protection of rare,
endangered, and ecologically important areas while maintaining, conserving and
enhancing biological diversity in forest ecosystems’

Part 4, Section 17, 4 (b) (ii) should read “of such species and provenance”
Part 4, Section 17, 6 (b) (i) there is an inherent weakness in the legislation at this point,
whereby the landowner can only be fined per tree still onsite when the investigating
authorities arrive – the burden of proof is too high, allowing landowner to remove trees &
thereby remove evidence. €5k upper limit is too low and would not dissuade a landowner
from acting without a licence – the limit should reflect the value of land being made available
and the value of the timber in proportion to the number of trees e.g. 250 mature trees per
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acre @ 200 per tree has an upper limit of €5k, but the cleared land could be worth 10k and
hardwood timber worth 5k.
Part 8 Section (3) – regulations which the minister may make – should include “importation
of forestry products or materials”

10. Exempted trees
Under section 18 ‘Exempted trees’ (m) states that outside a forest trees may be felled without licence if
they are within 10 metres of a public road. This provision allows for far too lenient and sweeping an
exemption as many significant trees which occur within 10 metres of a public road would be exempt.
●

Recommendation (xi): This should be reduced to 5 metres. Similarly the 20cm threshold for
exempted hedgerow trees is far too large: many hedgerow trees that are valuable for scenic,
amenity, carbon and biodiversity purposes would be exempt by this – with 20cm being a large
and mature thorn tree.

●

Recommendation (xii): Reduce to 10m

Blanket exclusion of Hawthorn and Blackthorn allows significant old trees to be felled with impunity.
This should be qualified with a size limit. Similarly, the removal of fruit trees should at least be subject to
a felling licence, which would at least allow an assessment of whether it is normal crop practice or
removal of significant old and/or rare varieties of trees.
In addition Part 4 lacks clarity as to what constitutes a tree, as per the 1946 act which protected every
tree above ten years of age.
11. Afforestation Licencing
Bio-forest7 (a major research initiative carried out collaboratively between the EPA, COFORD, and
several Irish Universities) identified shortcomings in the protection and management of biodiversity in
the afforestation consent procedure, especially in non-designated sites. The synthesis report states that
"lack of adequate strategic assessment, failure of regulations to require biodiversity assessment for the
vast majority of afforestation proposals, and serious deficiencies in those biodiversity assessments that
are carried out mean that sites of high biodiversity importance are currently at risk of being damaged by
afforestation". This conflict has not been addressed in the draft Forestry Bill which contains no
requirement for pre-afforestation ecological surveys which should take place on all new afforestation
sites before consent and grant aid are granted. This issue must be given provision for in the new
legislation.

7

http://bioforest.ucc.ie/pages/Outputs.htm#Synthesis Report
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12. Coillte
In Part 1 subsection (2) the Forestry Act 1988 is referred to as being part of this new Act, without having
being amended or reformed. The Pillar finds this challenging as the Review of Coillte, the state forestry
company that commenced in 2010, never issued findings, despite it being a publicly funded review of a
significant state company. Ongoing contradictions between the operation of Coillte, as laid down in the
1988 Act, and national commitments to deliver Sustainable Forest management, must be addressed
through a review of the 1988 Act.
The original criteria for the forestry review and drafting of the forestry bill included an objective to
review the 1988 Act. It is important to note that David Gunning, chairman of Coillte, (the offspring of the
1988 Act ), in 2009 before an Oireachtas agriculture committee stated “ The traditional forestry model in
Ireland is no longer valid”.
●

Recommendation (xiii):This 2013 Forestry Bill must now cater for an expected review of the
1988 Act which will improve the consistency of Coillte objectives and operations in line with the
Rio Forest Principles.

13. Hedgerows
Hedgerows are a vitally important element of the Irish landscape and are valuable for agriculture,
wildlife, landscape, water quality, carbon storage and sequestration, and cultural heritage. Some are the
remnants of ancient woodlands, and so are biodiversity rich. However there is much variation between
hedges, with many delivering significant benefits under these headings and others, on account of poor
quality, delivering relatively less value. Thus hedges of historical, ecological and/or landscape
significance' should be afforded specific protection, by not being exempt from the felling license
requirements.
●

Recommendation (xiv): A standard and simple appraisal system (see attached HAS doc.) has
been developed and should be applied to every relevant situation to clarify whether a hedgerow
is exempt or not. In Part 4: Section 18. exempted trees add following text in italics: In a
Hedgerow and felled for the purposes of its trimming, provided that the tree does not exceed 20
centimetres in diameter when measured 1.3 metres from the ground ...or is not a 'hedgerow of
historical, ecological and/or landscape
14. Management Plans

Recommendation (xv): Part 2 section 10 subsection (1), the requirement to produce a management
plan, the word should, instead of may needs to be inserted. This highlights the need also for a new
national forest standard backed by this Act, in order for management plans to adhere to the criteria and
indicators set down by the standard. This will assist in the move away from current reliance on outdated
and much disregarded non- binding guidelines.
15. Committees and Working Groups
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Recommendation (xvi): In Part 2 section 8, subsection (1) Instead of the setting up of committees, a
working group based on the Forestry Liaison Group should be established, with balanced representation
for the social, environmental, and economic stakeholders. Working groups can create sub groups to
issue advice on specific areas where required in consultation with the Minister. The working group
should have input to setting of agendas and work, it should act as a link between International and
national forest policies and be guided by the Forest principles attached to Agenda 21. Subsection (3)
Terms of reference for the working group should be agreed by the stakeholders and guided by the Rio
Forest principles.

16. Access to Information on the Environment
There appear to be contradictions with the AIE (Access to information on the environment) Directive
2003/4/EC, in part 2, section 9, regarding the prohibition on unauthorised disclosure of confidential
information,. Transparency and accountability are essential components of Sustainable Development
which underpin Sustainable Forest Management principles.
17. Ministerial Responsibilities and other matters
Recommendation (xvii) : removal of section 9.
In Part 2, section 5, under the heading, Administration of Forestry Sector, the Environmental Pillar wish
to see some additional functions to be added to the responsibility of the Minister.
Recommendation (xviii): In addition to functions set out in subsections (a) to (o), new subsections (p)
The Minister has a duty to provide information to ensure the public and other authorities are regularly
informed on the role and condition of forests as well as on all forestry activities. and (q)
The minister has a duty to ensure that all Irish citizens and environmental NGO’s are entitled to
participate in forest planning and management at local and national level, ranging from public enquiries
to Environmental assessment and monitoring.
In Part 3, under the heading, Protection of the Environment.
Recommendation (xix): In Part 3, section 11, subsection (a) ‘have regard to’ should be replaced by
‘ensure that’; (b) follow to be replaced by …’lead with reference to all relevant national Forest policy’
national forest standard, (c) take to be replaced by ensure that.
In Part 4, under the heading, Exempted Trees
Recommendation (x x): In section 18, sub section (h), additional wording to be inserted, Provision should
be given to encourage natural regeneration of scrub back to high natural forest, Scrub is a very valuable
habitat, part of the natural native plant succession process, which is known to be most beneficial for
biodiversity, water, and soil. Financial incentives should be included via the forestry grant schemes to
facilitate this measure. Scrub should also be designated as agroforestry for the purposes of obtaining EU
grant aid under the Rural development programmes measure for establishing agroforestry systems.
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In Section 18, subsection (m), (iii) allowing for farmers to cut up to 15cu m ( approx 15 tons) per year
without a license, does not differentiate between species and could cause a free for all on farms
impacting on high biodiversity value native trees.
In Section 18, subsection (M), (v), is wide open for abuse involving removal of hedgerows and/or
individual trees for firewood etc, there are many fine trees growing beneath the threshold of 20
centimetres at 1.3 m from the ground, the potential here will be to encourage more illegal tree felling,
who will police this ?
In regards to subsection (m), (iii), and (v) above the Environmental pillar should insist that the original
protection for all trees over ten years old is retained under Part IV, section 37,-(1) of the 1946 forestry
ACT: it shall be not lawful for any person to uproot any tree over ten years old or to cut down any tree.
In Part 5, under the heading, Enforcement, reference is made to authorised officers appointed by the
minister, who will they be composed of, will they be trained, will they be private or state employees, will
their number be sufficient, as at present one forest inspector to one county and in some cases two
counties is not nearly enough to regulate in present circumstances.
Recommendation (xxi): In Part 5, section 21, replace existing text with,' authorised officers competent in
the area of forestry regulation'
In Part 6 under the heading, Replanting Orders, subsection (9), this should be a last resort and must not
be used to facilitate unsustainable development of forested lands threatening water, soil and wildlife
etc, it also calls into question the power being now granted to a minister which is in fact the power for
rezoning of lands without going through the planning process. The current replanting obligation of the
1946 Act is subject to the planning law.
Recommendation (xxii ): In Part 6, subsection (9), wording needs to be changed to ' The minister may
only issue a replanting order in respect of other land owned by the owner as a last resort and only after
consultation with relevant stakeholders- the local community and environment NGO's. The decision to
allow such replanting must be shown to be a more sustainable option in line with the Rio Forest
Principles '.
In Part 7, under the heading Offences and Penalties.
Recommendation (xxiii ): subsection (4), the words shall have regards to, need to be replaced with….
shall ensure that the following are adhered to.
In Part 8, under the heading, Regulations.
Recommendation (xxiv ): subsection (4), the words shall have regards to, need to be replaced with…shall
ensure that the following are adhered to.

i

Planning And Development Act 2010

Section 28.—(1) The Minister may, at any time, issue guidelines to planning authorities
regarding any of their functions under this Act and planning authorities shall have
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regard to those guidelines in the performance of their functions.
(1A) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) and for the purposes
of that subsection a planning authority in having regard to the guidelines issued by
the Minister under that subsection, shall—
(a) consider the policies and objectives of the Minister contained in the guidelines
when preparing and making the draft development plan and the development
plan, and
(b) append a statement to the draft development plan and the development plan
which shall include the information referred to in subsection (1B).
(1B) The statement which the planning authority shall append to the draft development
plan and the development plan under subsection (1A) shall include information
which demonstrates—
(a) how the planning authority has implemented the policies and objectives of
the Minister contained in the guidelines when considering their application
to the area or part of the area of the draft development plan and the development
plan, or
(b) if applicable, that the planning authority has formed the opinion that it is not
possible, because of the nature and characteristics of the area or part of the
area of the development plan, to implement certain policies and objectives
of the Minister contained in the guidelines when considering the application
of those policies in the area or part of the area of the draft development
plan or the development plan and shall give reasons for the forming of the
opinion and why the policies and objectives of the Minister have not been
so implemented.
(2) Where applicable, the Board shall have regard to any guidelines issued to planning
authorities under subsection (1) in the performance of its functions.
(3) Any planning guidelines made by the Minister and any general policy directives
issued under section 7 of the Act of 1982 prior to the commencement of this Part and
still in force immediately before such commencement shall be deemed to be guidelines
under this section.
(4) The Minister may revoke or amend guidelines issued under this section.
(5) The Minister shall cause a copy of any guidelines issued under this section and
of any amendment or revocation of those guidelines to be laid before each House of
the Oireachtas.
(6) A planning authority shall make available for inspection by members of the
public any guidelines issued to it under this section.
(7) The Minister shall publish or cause to be published, in such manner as he or she
considers appropriate, guidelines issued under this section.
Annotations
Amendments:
F73 Inserted (5.10.2010) by Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 (30/2010), s. 20, S.I.
No. 477 of 2010.
Editorial Notes:
E58 Power pursuant to section exercised (2.01.2001) by Local Government (Planning and Development)
General Policy Directive (Shopping) 1998 (Revocation Order) 2001 (S.I. No. 1 of 2001).
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Contact information:
For further details please contact Michael Ewing, Coordinator.
Postal Address: Environmental Pillar. Tullyval, Knockvicar, Boyle,
Co Roscommon
Telephone: 00353 (0)71 9667373
Mobile: 00353 (0)86 8672153
Email: michael@environmentalpillar.ie
Website: www.environmentalpillar.ie
Whilst this document was developed through the processes of the Environmental
Pillar it does not necessarily represent the policies of all its members.

Environmental Pillar Members: An Taisce, Bat Conservation Ireland, BirdWatch
Ireland, CELT - Centre for Ecological Living and Training, Coast Watch, Coomhola Salmon
Trust, Crann, ECO UNESCO. Feasta, Forest Friends, Friends of the Earth, Global Action
Plan Ireland, Gluaiseacht, Hedge Laying Association of Ireland, Irish Doctors Environment
Association, Irish Natural Forestry Foundation, Irish Peatland Conservation Council, Irish
Seal Sanctuary, Irish Seed Savers Association, Irish Whale and Dolphin Group, Irish
Wildlife Trust, Native Woodland Trust, The Organic Centre, Sonairte, Sustainable Ireland
Cooperative, VOICE, Zero Waste Alliance Ireland
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